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had recommended that the country should be
declared a British Protectorate. British national
characteristics and the trend of British policy in
Mesopotamia during the past four years afforded
the best guarantee that there, as in India, we should
not fail to make every effort by the spread of edu-
cation and institutions familiar to progressive States
to encourage the growth of a self-contained Iraq
State.
*J It can hardly be wondered at that Colonel Wilson
was anxious not to jeopardise the administration
which he was engaged in building up with all his
unbounded energy. He had no doubt heard of the
self-determination meeting that was held at Damas-
cus as soon as the news of the Anglo-French de-
claration of November 1918 reached that city, when
all the telegraph wires were cut, the tram service
and electric-light installation put out of action by
the cutting of the cables, and roughly 200,000
rounds of ball ammunition fired into the air. He
was also undoubtedly right in pointing out from the
first that it would be fatal to the future of Iraq to
deprive her of the Mosul vilayet, and this is not the
least of his claims to the grateful thanks of the Iraqi
nation. What he failed to realise was that matters
had already gone too far for any British administra-
tion, however benevolent, to secure for long the
willing acceptance of the people of Mesopotamia.
On the 27th November Colonel Wilson's reply
was considered by the Committee, and it was de-
cided to instruct him to put three definite questions
to the local population in Mesopotamia. Did they
favour a single Arab State under British tutelage,
stretching from the northern boundary of the
Mosul vilayet to the Persian Gulf? If so, did they